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Oz
Calismanin Amaci

Sanlhurfa'nin Selahaddin Eyyiibi mahallesinde 1960'l1 yillarda insa edi-
len ilk sosyal konutlarindan olan Belediye lojmanlari, kentsel doniisiim
kapsaminda 20001i yillarin basmda yikilmus; yerine 10 yillik bir zaman
icinde, Polatkan Sitesi insa edilmistir. Icinde bulundugu kentsel dokuyla
uyumsuz bir tipoloji olusturan 12 bloklu 12 katli bu yapilar, hem sun-
dugu mekansal nitelik hem de giindelik yasam pratiklerindeki degisim
nedeniyle kamuoyunda bir “kentsel doniisiim” tartismasi baglatmustir.
Bu calismanin amac, lojmaru ve kapal siteyi, giindelik yasam pratikleri,
mekansal nitelik ve icinde bulundugu kentsel gevre baglaminda tartis-
maktir. Bu ¢alismayla konut/kentsel doniisiim politikalar1 alanindaki tar-
tismalara, merkez dis1 bir kent 6rnegi iizerinden eklemlenmek amaclan-
mugstir.

Calismanin Yontemi

Calismada sozlii tarih arastirmast ve literatiir arastirmas: gergeklestiril-
mistir. Giindelik pratiklerdeki degisimi yorumlayabilmek agisindan; loj-
manin eski yasayanlariyla, sitenin giiniimiizdeki kullamcilariyla ve ma-
halle sakinleriyle sahada sozlii tarih arastirmasi yapilmistir. Mekansal
degisimi yorumlayabilmek i¢in, lojman ve site planlar olusturulmus; loj-
mandan siteye dontisiim; fotograflar, gizimler ve yasayanlarm giindelik
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hayat anlatilar1 tizerinden tartisilmistir. Giindelik hayatin degisimi ve
mekansal degisim; komsuluk iligkileri, eve yiiklenen anlam ve konfor
kavramlar isiginda yorumlanmustir. Kendisi de bu lojmanlardan birinde
cocuklugunun belli bir dénemini geciren yazarin ve ailesinin deneyim-
leri de ¢alismada yer bulmustur.

Arastirma Bulgular ve Sonug

Polatkan Sitesi, kat arttirim ile gelen yogun niifusu, sokaklar isgal eden
araclar1 ve mahalleden kopuk yapisiyla kentsel ¢evrede fiziksel, sosyal
ve kamusal dengeleri degistirmis, gesitli esitsizler yaratmistir. Durum
bununla da smurli kalmamus, her lojman dairesine karsilik “sitede yeni
bir daire” seklinde yapilan antlasma, ingaat firmasmm yiiksek kar bek-
lentisiyle birlesince, kendi iginde de fiziksel konfor agisindan esitsiz ko-
nutlarin tiretimiyle sonuglanmustir. Eski lojman sakinleri asgari standart-
lar1 sorgulatan, 151k almayan konutlara si-kistirilmis ve sitenin geri kala-
nindan yalhitilmistir. Polatkan sitesini insa edenler ve insa edilmesine izin
verenler, varsillar igin site i¢inde, spor alanlari, ylizme havuzu gibi pra-
tikler sunarken, lojman sakinlerinin payma sadece araglarla dolan bir
alan birakilmistir. Polatkan 6rneginde oldugu gibi, Balaban’a gore (2013,
s. 68); kentsel doniisiim politikalarmin bir ayagm, genis toplum kesim-
lerinin kentsel rantlardan pay almalarma olanak veren diizenlemeler
olusturmustur.

Soylulastirma bu esitsizligin hem sonucu hem de nedenidir. Smith
(1987)'den aktaran T. Erman (2020, s. 26) bu kavrami “arsanin mevcut
rant getirisi ile potansiyel rant getirisi arasindaki fark” olarak agiklamus-
tir. Bahgelerinin ve acik alanlarmin olusturdugu kamusallik-tan, kendi
icine kapali ve giivenlikli bir siteye doniisiim, komsuluk iligkilerinden,
evin ve mahallenin anlamina kadar bircok pratigin degismesine neden
olmustur. Site yasamimn sadece varsillara sundugu kamusallasma pra-
tikleri konutun bir pazarlama nesnesi olarak meta boyutunu giiclendiren
gesitli diizenlemelerdir. Bu pratiklerin amaci kendiliginden karsilasma-
lar1 olabildigince azaltmak, tiiketime yonelik pratikleri ise arttirmaktr.
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Mahallede yikilmayi bekleyen baska lojmanlar da vardir. Bu lojman
sakinlerinin giindelik anlatilari, komsuluk ve mahalle iliskilerinin 6ne-
mine isaret etmistir. Ozellikle cocuklar ve kadinlar icin 6nemli bir kamu-
sal alan sunan lojmanlar; yardimlasmarun, birlikte tiretmenin, dinlenme-
nin ve eglenmenin mekanlarin olusturmast ve kamusal hayati gesitlen-
dirmesi bakimmndan 6nemlidir. Polatkan sitesinin insa edilmesi, yalmz o
yerde yasayanlarin kamusalligim degistirmemis, ayni zamanda etraftaki
bagka lojmanlar agisndan da bir tiir kamusal eksilmeye neden olmustur.
Eski miilk sahiplerinin zamanla baska semtlere taginmast da bu eksil-
mede pay sahibidir.

Polatkan, barindirdig/yarattig: biitiin mekansal ve kentsel olumsuz-
luga ragmen, giiniimiiz bazi lojman sakinleri i¢in yine de bir tiir “arzu”
nesnesidir. Bu durum da bir tiir ayrisma igerir. Bazilari icin “lojmanlar
yikilsin ama bdyle olmasm” iken, kimileri igin “lojmanlar bir an 6nce y1-
kilsm” ctimlelerinin karsihgidir. Oturulmasa bile “yiiksek fiyata kirala-
nabilir ya da satilabilir olma” ihtimali, konutun iktisadi/meta boyutunu
imlemektedir. Maden ve Marcus (2021, s. 68)’e gore, “yoksul haneler i¢in
gliniimiiz konut sistemi, ontolojik giivenlik yerine, 6zellikle konuta ya-
bancilasma tiretmek {izere tasarlanmis gibi goriinmektedir”. Bu siireg,
evin anlamina iliskin bir kaymay1 da beraberinde getirir. “Bu kosullarda
haneler, yasadiklari evlerini istedikleri gibi bicimlendiremezler. Yagsadik-
lar1 konutlarda kendini ifade etme imkani ve tatmin bulamazlar” (Ma-
den ve Marcus, 2021, s. 60).

Giindelik hayat1 baslibagmna degistiren Covid-19 pandemisinin bera-
berinde getirdigi tartismalar, konut politikalarina dair eski yaklasimlarin
sorgulanmasina yol agmustir. Mevcut lojmanlarin giintimiizde sunama-
digs fiziksel niteligi, esitlikci bir yesil alan kurgusuyla 6rgiitlemenin im-
kanlarim tarismak énemlidir. Nitekim mevcut lojman sakinleri igin boy-
lesi bir alan, aktif kamusalliklar1 kendiliginden yaratabilecekleri bir hak
olarak kabul edilmelidir. Burada risk, durumun yeni kapal sitelerin
olusmasina dair talebi arttirmasidir. Buna dair bir isaret, site konut fiyat-
larmin bu stiregte artmig ve bos konutlarin ise dolmus olmasidir. Yenise-
hir semtinde kentsel doniisiime giren tek yapilar bu lojmanlar degildir.
Ada bazinda gercek-lesmeyen, tekil yapilar agisindan kentsel doniisiim,

185



Zemzem Tasgiizen Piilat

Polatkan ornegine kiyasla kentsel dokuya daha iyi ‘entegre olmus’ ve
beklentileri nispeten daha iyi karsilamis 6rnekler olarak sonuglanmustir.
Mevcutta bulunan lojmanlar i¢in su ana kadar birkag girisimde bulunul-
mus, diger yandan ada bazli karar alma gerekliligi doniistimiin 6niinde
bir engel olusturmustur. Kentin farkli noktalarinda gerceklesmesi plan-
lanan kentsel dontisiim projelerinin, bu lojmanlar ve sakinleri lehine yeni
bir girisim olusturma ihtimali ise yine iktisadi-politik gerekgelerden do-
lay1 yakin gelecekte kolay goriinmemektedir.

Yapildig1 dénemde tipolojilerine gére Kiiba/kiime evleri ve lojman
olarak isimlendirilen bu sosyal konutlar, halk arasinda hala Yenisehir
olarak isimlendirilen semtin “cekirdegini” olusturmasi ve kentin Kuzey-
dogu yoniine dogru genisleme hattini ¢izen “ilk yapilar” olmasi agisin-
dan da 6nemlidir. Semt isimleri, konut tipolojileri ve yasayanlar degisir-
ken, bolgenin giiniimiizde “nezih ve merkezi” bir semt olarak onemini
korumasi, Tiirkiye’de kentsel doniisiim politikalarmin hiz kazandig bir
doénemde, bu konutlardan bir boliimiiniin yikilmasiyla sonuglanmustr.
Nitekim heniiz yikilmamuis ama yikilmay1 bekleyen baska konutlar da
vardir. Polatkan Sitesi'yle sonuglanan bu kentsel doniisiim hikayesi, ko-
nut fiyatlarinda yarattig1 artis, me-kansal ve kentsel altyap1 sorunlariyla
birlikte yapilmasi planlanan diger kentsel doniisiim projelerini etkile-
mistir. Olumlu sonug, Sanhurfa’da kentsel dontistim projelerinin kamu-
oyunda tartisiimaya baslanmasi, site yapilarmin uzun bir siire bogs kal-
masi/satilmamasi, konut projelerinde mekansal ve kamusal nitelik bek-
lentilerinin 6n plana ¢tkmasidir. Diger yandan bu sonucun, gegici bir etki
yaratmis olmasi da g6z ardi edilmemelidir. Onemli olan bu ¢ikarimlarin
kalic1 olmasini saglayacak doniisiimii saglamaktr.

Lojmanlarin dontiigiimii, lojman sakinlerinin ve yerel kent inisiyatif-
lerinin, gesitli disiplinden uzmanlarin siirece aktif ve yonetsel katilimlar:
ile ytirtitiilmelidir. Eski konut dokularmu finansal yiik ve kentsel sorun
olarak goren yerel yonetim anlayisinin degismesi, ancak karsit bir kamu-
oyunun yaratilmastyla miimkiin olacaktir. Bu anlamda stirecte aktif bir
rol oynamasi gereken STK’lardan biri olarak Mimarlar Odasi Sanlurfa
Subesi, kentsel projelerde ge¢mise kiyasla daha aktif bulunsa da, konut
alanlarinin doniisiimii meselesinde pasif bir aktordiir. Bu alanda giincel
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uluslararast ornekleri takip eden ve tartismaya agan dinamik ve ¢ok di-
siplinli bir igbirliginin yaratilmas: gerekir. Diger yandan bu igbirliginin
kamuoyunda da karsilik bulmasi ve desteklenmesi, konut politikala-
rinda yerel miizakere pratiklerinin olugsmasi ve uzun soluklu siirdiirtil-
mesinin de gercevesini belirleyecektir. Belirsizligin {ist seviyede oldugu
bir donemde, herkes i¢in nitelikli barinma hakkinmn, éncelikli bir mesele
oldugunun ¢ok boyutlu tartisilmasi ve bunun tartismayla sinirh kalma-
y1p somut adimlarmnin atilmasi onemlidir. Bu ¢alisma kent bellegi icin
hem bir arsiv olusturmay1 hem de konut politikalarmin yereldeki izlerini
stirmeyi hedeflemistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kentsel Déniisiim, Kapalr Site, Sosyal Konut, Konut Politikast,
Giindelik Pratikler
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Abstract
Purpose of the Study

Housing of the municipal employees of the first social housing projects
built in Selahaddin Eyyubi neighborhood of Sanhurfa in the 1960s,
were demolished in the early 2000s as a part of urban transformation
project. Following its demolition, Polatkan gated community was built
on the same site within 10 years. These 12-blocks of 12-story buildings,
which form a typology that is incompatible with the urban tissue, have
launched an "urban transformation” debate in public in regards to both
the spatial quality and the everyday practices. This study discusses ho-
using and gated communities through their everyday life practices,
spatial qualities and the urban environment in which they are located,
articulating to the literature of housing/urban transformation policies
through an example of a peripheral city.

Method of the Study

In this study, interviews have been conducted in the field with the for-
mer residents of social housing, current residents of the gated commu-
nity and neighborhood residents, recording oral history. Spatial change
is investigated through comparative plans. In addition to this, transfor-
mation from social housing to the gated community was discussed
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with photos, drawings and daily life narratives of people. The change
of daily life and spatial change have been discussed through neighborly
relations, the meaning of the house and the concepts of comfort. The
experiences of the writer and her family, who spent middle childhood
in one of these residences, also found a certain place in the study.

Research Findings and Conclusion

Polatkan has changed physical, social and public equilibrium in the ur-
ban environment, creating a variety of inequalities, with its dense po-
pulation and prominence of vehicles occupying the streets, and wider
disconnection from the rest of the neighborhood. In addition to this, the
former residents observe that they are affected by daylight conditions
that changed towards worse that questions the dwelling standards of
the later development. They also express isolation from the rest of the
gated community. The contractor who built the Polatkan and the local
government that allowed it to be built have provided some social ame-
nities such as sports, a swimming pool intended for the use of the up-
per-middle-income group. There is only a space left out filled with ve-
hicles allocated for the residents of the social housing. Gentrification is
both the result and the cause of this inequality. T. Erman (2020, p.26)
defines urban rent as “the gap between the existing and potential rent
income”, in reference to Smith (1987). According to Balaban (2013, p.
68); one pillar of the urban transformation policies has been the regula-
tions that allow large segments of society to get a share of the urban
rents.

The shift from public space from open spaces and private gardens
to a closed gated community with security has changed a wide array of
practices from neighbor to neighbor relations to the meaning of the
home and neighborhood. The differences between the social amenities
provided to only residents with privileges is one of the dispositions
towards marketing as a meta-narrative in housing, in turn aiming to
reduce spontaneous encounters and to encourage consumption as
much as possible.
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In spite of the spatial and urban negative effects, Polatkan still is an ob-
ject of “desire’ for social housing dwellers. This indicates another level
of the fragmentation. For some, it is “the social housing needs to be de-
molished, but it should not be rebuilt like Polatkan” and for oth-ers
“they need to be demolished immediately”. The potential of “renting
or selling for a higher profit” marks the economic-meta aspects. Accor-
ding to Maden and Marcus (2021, p.68), “today’s housing system ap-
pears to be designed to create alienation towards home instead of its
ontological safety” indicating a shift in its meaning.” Under these con-
ditions, households can not shape their homes in the way they desire.
They can not represent themselves through the houses they live in and
they can not find satisfaction”.

The impact of Covid-19 on everyday life has led the discussion on
the former housing policies employed. In this light, it is valuable to eva-
luate and reflect on the potentials of physical qualities of existing social
housing, especially of re-organization of the green open spaces in an
egalitarian way. Hence, it must be considered as a right of existing users
to claim their public space. The risk in such an approach might lie in
the wider acceptance of gated com-munities, exemplified by the rise in
the house prices and number of inhabited houses.

Called as “Cuba/Cluster” homes and “Lojman”, this social housing
project is also prominent due to their role as the core of the Yenisehir -
still called as the New City- neighborhood, as the initial building stock
steering urban development towards the northeast. As the names of the
neighborhoods, housing typologies and residents changed up to today,
the districts” maintained characteristic of being ‘decent and central’, has
resulted in some of those housings to be destroyed; at a period of acce-
leration of urban transformation policies in Turkey. There is original
housing stock that is on the verge of being demolished. This story of
urban trans-formation, resulting in Polatkan; has influenced other simi-
lar transformation projects by raising the house prices and problems
related to urban infrastructure and their spatial outcomes. The positive
result is that the urban transformation projects in Sanliurfa started to be
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discussed in public, the site buildings were left empty/not sold for a
long time, and the spatial and public quality expectations in housing
projects came to the fore. On the other hand, this result had a temporary
effect. The most important thing, is to extend this effect permanent.

The transformation of the housings should be carried out with the
active participation of the residents, local city initiatives, and experts
from various disciplines. It will be possible to change the understan-
ding of local government, which considers the old housing shapes a
financial burden and an urban problem, but only by creating a counter-
opinion. One of the local civilian initiatives that should be active in ur-
ban transformation projects is the Chamber of Architects of Sanliurfa.
Although this initiative demonstrates engaged participation in the so-
lution of urban problems compared to the past, it is not a dynamic actor
in housing transformation projects. It is necessary to create multidiscip-
linary cooperation that follows current international debates and opens
it up for public discussion. On the other hand, the public support of this
cooperation will also define the framework for the development of lo-
cal negotiation practices and the long-term continuation of housing po-
licies. In a time of high uncertainty, it is important to discuss and take
concrete steps toward the right to qualified housing as a priority for
everyone. This study aims to create an archive for urban memory as
well as to maintain local traces of housing policies.

Keywords: Urban Transformation, Gated Community, Social Housing, Housing Po-
licy, Everyday Practices
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Tarihi kervan ve ticaret yollar iizerinde yer alan Erzurum, asirlar boyu
gecis ve durak noktast olma &zelligiyle bircok medeniyet i¢in cazip bir
yerlesim alaru olurken askeri, siyasi, sosyo-ekonomik ve sosyo-kiiltiirel
anlamda 6nemini hep korumustur. Etrafi yiiksek daglarla gevrili olan ge-
nis ovada hakim bir tepe iizerine kurulan I¢ Kale’de ilk yerlesim basla-
yarak zamanla I¢ Sur ve Dig Sur disina genislemis bugiinkii siirlarina
ulagmusgtr.

I¢ Sur ve Dis Sur iginde belli bolgelerde yogunlagan tarihi ticaret alan-
lar, yerlesim alanlari olan tarihi mahallelerle gevrelenmistir. Bolgenin
kendine 6zgii iklimsel kosullar1 ve sosyal kiiltiirel yapisinin etkisiyle bi-
¢imlenen konut dokusu, genellikle topografya ile uyumlu bir bicimde,
sokak tizerinde ve birbirine bitisik olarak konumlandirilmis bahgeleri
olan bir ya da iki katli yapilarin adeta bir kiime gibi siki sikiya bir araya
gelmeleriyle olusmustur. Ahsap hatilh tas yigma olarak insa edilen ko-
nutlarda, giris katlar1 duvarin iist seviyesindeki kiigtik bir iki agtklik di-
sinda neredeyse sagirken tist katlar tersine ritmik olarak yerlestirilmis
dikddrtgen pencere acikliklariyla ya tiim cephe ya da bir boliimii ¢ikma
yapacak bicimde diizenlenmistir. Kivriml bir bicimde yap1 adalari sa-
ran dar sokaklar organik bir dokuya sahipken genellikle bir arada bulu-
nan mahalle mescidi, hamam ve medrese gibi islevler mahallenin kamu-
sal mekanlarmi olustururlar.
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