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COVID-19 SURECINDE KAMUSAL MEKANLAR:
MODA'DA CAY BAHCESI

Aslihan Ece Pakoz" ®

Salgin siireci, 6zel mekan ile kamusal mekan kavramlari arasindaki siniri daha gecirgen hale getirdi. Bunda, uygulanan sokaga
¢ikma kisitlamalariyla birlikte kamusal mekanlarda yapilan etkinliklerin biyiik cogunlugunun online platformlar araciligiyla
gerceklesmeye baslamasi etkili oldu. Bir yandan kavramsal olarak her yerin kamusal mekana donilstigi daha sik ifade
edilir olsa da diger yandan gtindelik hayatta yesil alan, sahil ya da park gibi kamusal mekanlara duyulan ihtiya¢ da artmaya
basladi. Disari ¢ikilabilecek zamanlarin ve temiz hava alinabilecek alanlarin kisitl oldugu g6z 6niinde bulundurulursa bu gibi
kamusal mekanlar tizerine tekrar diisiinmek dnemli gériiniiyor. Bu kapsamda calismada istanbul, Kadikéy Moda'da bulunan
cay bahcesinin, salgin stirecindeki kullanimi gézlemlenerek, bu yerin kamusalligi tizerine diisiiniilmekte.

Moda Burnu’nun Sarayburnu'na bakan sirtinda, denize dogru gtin batiminin izlenebildigi bir yerde konumlanan cay
bahcesi, kent planlama disiplininde kentsel baki noktasi olarak isimlendirilen ve kentin panoramik goriintli veren manzara
noktalarindan biri olarak degerlendirilebilir. icinde bulunan ve anit agac olarak tescillenmis sakiz agaclari mekanin etkisini
gliclendirmektedir. Bu cay bahcesi, 6zel miilkiyette kamusal kullanimli bir mekan oldugundan kapilar ve korkuluklarla
sinirlandinlmis durumdadir. Bununla birlikte, Moda Burnu ile Moda sahil yolu arasinda baglanti saglayan merdivenlerden
birine bu cay bahcesinin icinden gecilerek ulasilmaktadir. Bu merdiven s6z konusu baglantiyi saglayan diger merdivenlere
kiyasla her yas grubundan kisinin daha rahat kullanabilecegi 6zelliklere sahip oldugundan oldukca yogun kullaniimaktadir.
Salgin onlemleri kapsaminda yeme-icme mekanlarinda oturma yasagdi uygulamasinin basladigi ilk gtinlerde -bu yasak 20
Kasim 2020'den 1 Mart 2021'e kadar uygulandi- cay bahgesinin bahce kapisi kilitlenmis ve dolayisiyla cay bahcesinin icinden
gecilerek kullanabilen merdivene ulasim da engellenmistir. Bu merdiveni kullanarak Moda sahil yoluna inmek isteyen kisiler
cay bahgesini sinirlayan korkuluklarin tzerinden gecerek merdivene ulasmak zorunda kalmis; sahilden Moda Burnu'na
gitmek isteyenler ise merdiveni kullanarak ¢cay bahcesine ulastiktan sonra bahge kapisinin kapal oldugunu gérip tekrar
sahile inmek zorunda kalmistir. Birkac glin sonra ¢ay bahgesinin kapilarindan biri acilarak merdivene yonlendirecek sekilde
belirli bir yol demir bariyerlerle sinirlandirilip merdivenle baglanti saglanmistir. ilerleyen giinlerde bariyerlere ragmen
kismen de olsa ¢ay bahcesinin de kullanildigi g6zlemlenmistir.

Kisaca, salgin strecindeki kullanimi gbézlemlenen c¢ay bahgesinin, uygulanan kisitlamalar kapsaminda kapatiimasiyla
birlikte yakin cevresindeki yaya ulasiminda bir aksama yasandigi séylenebilir. Bu durum, Moda Burnu ile Moda sabhil
yolu arasinda baglanti saglayan ve sik kullanilan merdivenlerden birine s6z konusu cay bahgesinin icinden gecilerek
ulasilmasindan kaynaklaniyor goériinmektedir. Bu cay bahcesinin salgin siirecindeki kullanimi, kent planlamanin kamu ve
toplum yarari gozetilerek yapilmasinin 6neminin yasanan salginla birlikte daha net ortaya ¢iktigini gésteren bir 6rnek olarak
degerlendirilebilir.
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PUBLIC SPACES DURING THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC: THE CASE OF ATEA GARDEN IN
MODA

Aslihan Ece Pakoz® ®

The epidemic has made the boundaries between the private space and public space more permeable. This could be
attributed to the organization of most public space activities in online platforms now, as well as to the placement of
curfews. Although it is widely proclaimed that everywhere has been converted to a public space, there has been an ever
growing need for public spaces such as green areas, public beaches, and parks. Given that the time to go outside and get
some fresh air is limited, such public spaces have become vital. This study, in particular, analyzes the extent to which a tea
garden (caybahcesi) in the Moda neighborhood of Kadikéy-Istanbul can be deemed public as regards its use during the
pandemic period.

The tea garden, situated in the shorefront area of the Moda neighborhood overlooking Sarayburnu, presents the visitors
a fantastic view of the sunset with the sun disappearing into the sea. Thus, it can be regarded as a main scenery point,
or as is called in the discipline of city planning ‘the urban vantage point; which offers a panoramic view spreading out
below the viewers. The mastic trees inside, which are registered as monumental trees, increase the impact of the scenic
location. Being a privately owned public space for communal use, this tea garden is surrounded by railings, and one of
the staircases connecting Cape Moda and the coast road is accessible by passing through it. These stairs are used quite
frequently as they have features practical for people of all age groups when compared with other staircases providing the
same connection. However, in line with the epidemic control measures, the ban on seating and dining at restaurants was
immediately implemented on 20 November 2020, and the gate of the tea garden remained locked until 1 March 2020,
rendering it impossible to reach the staircase. People who wanted to use these stairs to reach the Moda coast road had to
climb over the railings of the garden, and those who came from the opposite direction had to go all the way back to the
coast road having seen that the gate of the tea garden was closed. Later, one of the entrances of the tea garden was opened,
directing the citizens into a path with steel barriers alongside and re-establishing access to the stairs.

Soon after the opening of the entrance, it was observed that the park was used despite these barriers though by few visitors.
In brief, the civic use of the tea garden was observed during the pandemic, and it was seen that the nearby pedestrian
traffic was disrupted as a result of its closure within the scope of the anti-epidemic restrictions. This is possibly because
the pedestrians access some commonly used stairs between Cape Moda and the Moda coast road by passing through the
park. The use of this tea garden during the pandemic can be cited as a typical example pertaining to this period that has
underscored the importance of urban planning according to public and communal interests.
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Sekil 1. Haritada "agaclandirilacak yesil saha" olarak belirtilen alan icerisinde bulunan cay bahcesi®

Figure 1.The tea garden located in ‘the green area to be afforested’ as specified on the map?

! Kaynak: Kadikdy Belediyesi imar Mudiirliigii, 2021.
2Source: Kadikdy Municipality Directorate of Housing and Urban Development, 2021.



Fot. 1 : Cay bahgesi, Moda

Photol:Tea Garden, Moda

Fot. 2-3: Cay bahgesinin icinden gecilerek ulasilan ve Moda ile Moda sahil yolu arasinda baglanti

saglayan merdiven?

Photos2 and 3: The stairs which can be reached by passing through the tea garden and which
connect the Cape Moda and the coast road *

3 Tiim fotograflar yazar tarafindan Aralik 2020'de cekilmistir.
4All the photographs were taken by the author herself in December 2020.



