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The Historian Fuad Sezgin and his corrected concepts in the
history of Islamic Civilization

Abstract: Many historians from the east as well as a group of orientalists,
have studied the history of Islamic civilization from its various aspects.
Professor Fuad Sezgin stands as the most distinguished among them. He
has made invaluable contribution which earned him a unique place
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throughout the world. His outstanding accomplishments are mostly in
Islamic sciences, which is in the core of the Islamic civilization. The deep
knowledge, what Professor Sezgin has of both Muslim and Western
civilizations, made him a unique scholar with outstanding achievements.
He availed himself with the knowledge of many languages to tape on
various resources in his studies. He made his mission to help in revival of
the Islamic civilization and to show its tremendous impact on the
development of humanity. His lifelong attachment, deep passion, tireless
works throughout his long career enabled him to achieve the unique and
invaluable contributions. Not only did he write and publish books, he tried
to exhibit the history of this civilization by establishing unique museums in
Frankfurt and Istanbul.

Sezgin’s studies also aimed to correct numerous misconceptions among
both Muslims and Western history of Islamic civilization, and to change the
existing under-estimation and appreciation which westerners have about
Islamic civilization. This paper, therefore, first traces the existing
misconceptions about the Islamic civilizations and combines them in two
categories. Then, it presents and evaluates Sezgin's approach in
addressing those misconceptions. Besides, the study necessity provides a
short biography of Sezgin and a glimpse of his major works.

Keywords: Fuad Sezgin, Islamic civilization, Orientalism, Islamic culture,
codifidation of Hadish.
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Tarihgi Fuat Sezgin ve islam Medeniyeti Tarihinde Diizelttigi
Kavramlar

Oz: Dogulu birkag tarihgi ve bir grup miistesrik, degisik acilardan islam
Medeniyet Tarihi alaninda galisma ve arastirmalar yapmiglardir. Onlardan
biri de degerli calismalar ve eserler sunan Prof. Fuat Sezgin’dir. Bu ¢alisma
ve eserleriyle giinimiiz diinyasinda az sayidaki miidekkik tarihcilerden biri
oldu. Sezgin’in bu calismalariyla islam Medeniyetinin 6zii sayilan islami
ilimler Tarihine odaklanilmistir.

Sezgin’i digerlerinden ayiran husus, Dogu ve Bati, iki kdltdrd
cemedebilmesidir. Buna bagli olarak arastirmalarinda pek ¢ok dildeki yazili
kaynaklara dayanmis ve yiiklendigi mesajla da tek olmustur. O mesaj da
islam Medeniyeti Tarihini yeniden ihya etmek, insanlik tarihindeki
medeniyet konumunu ve ona olan etkisini aciga ¢ikarmaktir. Bu yiizden, bu
konuya olan siddetli baglligi ve ona olan ilgisi neticesinde uzun yasami
siiresince mitkemmel telifler ortaya koymustur. Omriinin biitiin ginlerini
ve glinlinlin tiim saatlerini ¢alismalara harcamistir. Sadece kitaplar telif
etme ve nesretmeyle yetinmemis; ayni zamanda Almanya’nin Frankfurt,
Tiirkiye’nin de istanbul sehrinde, benzeri olmayan bir miize tesis etmekle
bu medeniyetin tarihini gézler éniine serdimistir.

Biitiin bu calisma ve cabalardan gayesi, islam Medeniyet Tarihi hakkinda
Mislimanlar ve Batililar arasinda yaygin olan yanls bakis acilar ve
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anlayiglar diizeltmek ve Mislimanlarin Batililarla yiiz yiize geldikleri hakir
bakis agisini degistirmekti.

Arastirmaci, islam Medeniyeti Tarihi etrafindaki yaygin adaletsiz gorisleri
ve yanlhs anlayislari takip etmis ve onlari iki ana kisma ayirmistir. Ardindan
Sezgin, bu goriis ve anlayislari gegersiz kilan delillerle cevap vermistir.
Arastirmacinin, -arastirma konusuna girmeden &nce- Prof. Fuat Sezgin’in
sahsiyeti ve en bariz c¢alismalarini tanitan bir durumda olmasi
gerekmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Fuat Sezgin, Islam Medeniyeti, sarkiyat, islam Kltiird,
Hadis Tedvini.
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