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Preface 

 

1st CenRaPS Conference on “Bangladesh in the 21st Century”, which was held in Istanbul, 

on 22 August, 2020, was a very initial phase of scientific gathering on Bangladesh Studies. 

Although the conference was a small-scale organization, in fact it brought together a group 

of over 25 early career researchers from multiple countries, many of them are Master’s 

and PhD candidates, and conducting multidisciplinary studies from a variety of research 

areas including sociology, archaeology, history, anthropology, education, media studies, 

gender studies, international relations, and philosophy. A majority of these young scholars 

are conducting their major and partial research on Bangladesh or different international 

issues related to Bangladesh. Therefore, I believe the conference has been a vital event 

that based a platform where the early career scholars had wider scopes to exchange their 

new ideas, learn and share knowledge on key issues related to socio-culture, history, 

economy, foreign policy, security, education, media, gender and politics of Bangladesh.  

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the keynote speaker for his excellent 

presentations and providing valuable insights for the future of Bangladesh. Special thanks 

should also be addressed to the members of the Scientific Committee who helped and 

guided our organizing team with their knowledge and expertise. I am also very grateful to 

the members of the organizing committee for their enthusiasm and voluntary efforts, 

without which this very first scholarly gathering would not be a success.   

Finally, I thank all session chairs for their cooperation and efforts. I also thank all 

participants for their active participations, cutting-edge studies, and delightful discussions 

on many significant research areas related to Bangladesh. It was only because of the 

participants’ great effort and hardworking research that the day-long scholarly gathering 

was able to open up some surprising facts and bring new sheds of lights in Bangladesh 

Studies. I would like to remind the participants that you are very welcome to submit and 

publish your contributions as full research papers to our peer reviewed journal: CenRaPS 

Journal of Social Sciences.  

I wish all of you safety and good health on these very difficult days,  

Rahmat Ullah  

August 2020, Istanbul  
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Bangladesh: A Potential Prehistoric Corridor between South and Southeast Asia 

Abu B. Siddiq1 

 

Abstract  

Bengal Delta has been a favorable land for dense vegetation and diverse fauna, which were 

vital for the survival of prehistoric human groups. Although there is a lack of large-scale 

archaeological exploration, records of stone tools from a series of locations including 

Sitakunda hill of Chittagong, Chhagalnaiya of Feni, Lalmai-Mainamati region of Comilla, 

Wari-Bateshwar area of Narsingdi, and Chaklapunji of Habiganj indicate the movements of 

prehistoric people along the elevated topographic lands of Bangladesh. There are also 

records of a large number of prehistoric locations in Tripura, Mizoram, Manipur, 

Meghalaya, Assam, Bihar and West Bengal of India, some of them are very close to and 

often share equal palaeo-geographical settings with Bangladesh. Particularly over forty 

prehistoric locations in the neighboring Garo Hills and Khasi Hills of Meghalaya, and over 

two hundred Palaeolithic locations in Bardhaman, Birbhum, Bankura, Purulia and 

Midnapur districts of West Bengal signify the busy movements of archaic human groups 

across Bengal Delta. Besides, the prehistoric tools of east and southeastern Bangladesh 

demonstrate strong techno-typological resemblances with prehistoric assemblages of the 

Irrawaddy valley of Myanmar. Presenting some vital palaeo-environmental and 

archaeological records, this study primarily aims to present the hypothesis that, during 

the sea level fluctuations in the Pleistocene, the deltaic arcs of Bengal Basin were parts of a 

possible route for archaic human groups’ dispersal across South and Southeast Asia. It also 

highlights the importance of large-scale systematic explorations and recording of 

prehistoric locations in Bangladesh, particularly to understand its potentials in world 

prehistory. 

Keywords: Bengal Delta, Palaeolithic, Stone tool, Hominid, Southeast Asia, South Asia   

 

 

 

 
1 Department of Anthropology, Mardin Artuklu University, Mardin, Turkey; Correspondence: abubakarsiddiq@artuklu.edu.tr  




