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EARLY BRONZE AGE FORTRESSES
OF VAN LAKE BASIN

Prof. Dr. Aynur Ozfirat,

Mustafa Kemal Universitesi,

Investigations of Van Lake Basin explored fall in the range from the Late Chalcoltithic through
the Late Iron Age. The results of our survey indicate that the region intensively settled in Early
Bronze Age and Middle Iron Age (Urartu) between in that timespan. This article contains an
introduction to Early Bronze Age fortresses of the basin which is found in the survey.

Evidence of the Early Bronze Age (ca. 3400-2300/2200 BC) has been found mainly on the
mounds which lies in the plains and valleys. The second type of settlement is fortresses or
rocky settlements which is situated mountain slopes which bordering of these plains. These
settlements are located on low or high rocky hills of the slope of mountains surrounding
plains. They are mainly multi-strata settlements or fortresses which is usually settled from the
Early Bronze Age through the Middle-Late Iron Age. Consequence of it is difficult to date the
fortresses more precisely. Architecrural features in this region do not change much until the
Middle Iron Age (Urartu), and it seems that the local fortresses continued to be used during the
Urartean period as well.

Fortresses which were settled only in the Early Bronze Age are as follows (Fig. 1): Kalecik in
the Karasu valley; Sehirtepe on the north coast of Lake Ercek beginning from northeast of Van
Plain; Sehitlik on the Caldiran plain.

Kalecik (N72/3) fortress is located on top of a high hill in the Karasu Valley which is one of the
fertile land in the Van Lake basin. Karasu Valley is also main road between Van Lake basin and
Iranian (Figs. 1-2). The fortress has a square layout and only a 70 m long stretch of the walls
is extant, thus, its layout is not clearly discernible (Fig. 3-4). The walls were built with roughly
worked Stones, no architecture was attested inside.

Sehirtepe (O71/5) fortress is situated on the northern shore of Ercek Lake which lies east of the
Van Lake and on the Memedik-Ozalp delta of Ergek Lake. Memedik-Ozalp Valley is second
main road between Van Lake basin and Iranian (Figs. 5-6). The fortress is close to Karagundiiz
mound which is one of the most important Early Bronze Age site in the basin (Fig. 7). Sehirtepe
fortress has an oval shaped building (30 x 20 m) surrounded by rectangular planned walls (41 x
58 m) (Figs. 5, 8). The walls built medium-seized facing stones without evidence of intervening
rubble fill, thickness of walls is 3.30 m.

Sehitlik (M72/6) fortress lies on the Tendirek lava hill which is dominated Caldiran plain (Figs.
9-10). 1tis also situated on the road between Van Lake and Mt Agri-Southern Caucasia. Fortress
with a rectangular plan is made of small semi-processed stones (Figs. 9,11-13). Surrounding
wall is 150 m in the northeast, 50 m in the south and its thickness is 2.50 m. Traces of buildings
with rectangular and square plans can be seen inside.

The pottery from these fortresses is in the Kura-Araxes tradition which is known well from
Eastern Anatolia and our surveys in the region. Four groups were idenrified: Grey-black
burnished ware (Figs. 14), Red-brown ware (Figs. 15-16), Bichrome burnished ware (Fig. 17),
Cream slipped ware. Shersds mostly have a slip of the same colour as the paste, which has a
coarse or medium sand temper. Badly fired, burnished and handmade. Bichrome burnished
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ware comprises black-looking vessels with their necks and mouths of red or cream colour
due to firing. Forms are similar, in general, bowls are dominated by those with simple rims
and open mouth and those with everted rims and globular body, jars have vertical rims, long
necks and oval bodies, pots are closed mouths and globular bodies. Cream slipped have same
characteristic both ware and form except for its slip colour. The decoration comprises geometric
patterns made with incision, impress and grooving, concentric circles, spirals and Nakhichevan
type handles.

In conclusion, with these recent findings, we reached more definite results regarding our
arguments stating that Early Bronze Age settlement pattern which take place on rocky hills
on hillsides, which seems to us familiar to mounds in the plains or valleys in the entire region,
constituted the settlement pattern in the region in this period.

* Prof. Dr. Aynur Ozfirat, Mustafa Kemal Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji
Boélimu, Tayfur Sokmen Kampsu, Alahan 31034, Antakya-Hatay, Turkiye.
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Figure Captions

Fig. 1. Survey Map

Fig. 2. Kalecik (N72/3) Fortress

Fig. 3. Kalecik Fortress

Fig. 4. Kalecik Fortress

Fig. 5. Sehirtepe (O71/5) Fortress

Fig. 6. Sehirtepe Fortress

Fig. 7. Karagiindiiz Mound

Fig. 8. Sehirtepe Fortress

Fig. 9. Sehitlik (M72/6) Fortress

Fig. 10. Sehitlik Fortress

Fig. 11. Sehitlik Fortress

Fig. 12. Sehitlik Fortress

Fig. 13. Sehitlik Fortress

Fig. 14. Kura-Araxes Pottery: Grey-black burnished ware

Fig. 15. Kura-Araxes Pottery: Red-brown ware, Bichrome burnished ware
Fig. 16. Kura-Araxes Pottery: Red-brown ware, Bichrome burnished ware
Fig. 17. Kura-Araxes Pottery: Bichrome burnished ware
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Fig. 1

Fig. 2
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Fig. 3.

Fig. 4.
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Fig. 9
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Sehitlik Fortress

Fig. 10,

Seinitiik Fortress

Fig. 11
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Fig. 14
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Fig. 15
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Bijchrome burnished ware

Sehirtepe (071/5)

Fig. 16
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Fig. 17
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